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67
of Townsville 
shers agree
that sanctuaries can lead to a 
healthy Great Barrier Reef in
the future. Only 10% disagree. 

                       agree the marine
parks help ensure 

sustainable 
sheries. 
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of 
shers said GBR Marine 
Park sanctuaries had 
either no e�ect or a 
positive e�ect on their 
recreational 
shing activity. 9
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of boaters in Moreton Bay
marine parks said sanctuaries
would be positive for the 
biology of the Bay.

of 
shers surveyed are neutral
or support sanctuaries in
Solitary Islands Marine Park.

of 
shers support 
sanctuaries at Lord 
Howe Island.

of local 
shers support 
sanctuaries in  
Jervis Bay Marine Park.

of NSW 
shers
believe sanctuaries
are a good idea.

of SA 
shers believe sanctuaries
are a good idea, only months after 
establishment of SA’s own ones.

of WA 
shers agree that more 
than 20% of waters o� the 
WA coast should be 
protected in sanctuaries.

of 
shers surveyed in the 
rst 
year of Ningaloo Marine Park 
expansion (34% sanctuaries)
said they would return, 
despite 80% claiming to be 
‘a�ected by the sanctuaries’.

of repeat visitor 
shers said
Ningaloo sanctuaries did not
a�ect their 
shing, only 3
years after the expansion.

of 
shers surveyed gave
support in principle to the
establishment of sanctuaries
in Western Australia.

strongly support or
support sanctuaries 
in general.
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World-class conservation is working  
hand in hand with world-class recreational 
fishing in places like Ningaloo Reef in WA, 
at Solitary Islands in NSW, and right along 
the Queensland coast.
Many of our most revered fishing 
destinations have been marine parks for 
years now, and people who fish know 
that this protection is helping ensure they 
stay that way. It’s no surprise that every 
published scientific and government 
survey of recreational fishers shows  
a clear majority support sanctuaries  
once they have been established.

This map shows the collected findings of published Australian 
academic/government surveys and political/market research 
polling which tested the real opinions of Australian recreational 
fishers towards marine sanctuaries in their local waters.

Academic/Government study sources: Political/market research sources:
5NSW Marine Parks Authority (2010) Lord Howe  
Marine Park Summary of Research and Monitoring
6Northcote, J, and Macbeth, J (2008) Socio-economic 
impacts of sanctuary zone changes in Ningaloo Marine
Park: a preliminary investigation of effects on visitation 
patterns and human usage, 1st Edition, Cooperative 
Research Centre for Sustainable Tourism
7Prior, SP and Beckley, LE (2007) Characteristics of 
recreational anglers in the Blackwood Estuary, a
popular tourist destination in south-western Australia,  
Tourism in Marine Environments, Vol. 4, Number 1, pp. 
15-28

8Smallwood, CB and Beckley, LE (2012) 
Spatial distribution and zoning compliance of 
recreational fishing in Ningaloo Marine Park,
north-western Australia, Fisheries Research,  
Vol. 125–126, pp. 40–50
9Sutton, S and Li O (2008) Attitudes of 
Recreational Fishers to the Rezoning of the  
Great Barrier Marine Park, Great Barrier Reef 
Research news special edition, Edition 5, May 
2008, DEWHA, Government of Australia

10Galaxy Research (2014) Community attitude survey 
prepared for the Dive Industry Association of Australia, 
January 2014
11Patterson Market Research (2011) Western Australian 
community attitudes towards marine sanctuaries, April 
2011
12UMR Reachtel (2014) Polling on South Australian 
residents on the issue of marine sanctuaries,  
September 2014

RESEARCH SHOWS AUSTRALIAN  
ANGLERS SUPPORT SANCTUARIES


